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In the Claims 



Please cancel claims 1-43 
Kindly add the following new Claims 


44. A method of performing a surgical /procedure for the 
removal or repair of biological tissue comprising the steps of 
generating a laser beam having a w^elength of between 1.4 
and 2.2 microns; 

providing a fiber optic cable paving a proximal end and a 
delivery end; 

directing the beam _int o tl}4 proximal end of the fiber optic 
cable; 

positioning the yeliysfcy end of the fiber optic cable at 
the syxgical site; 

irrigating tfefe surgical site with a liquid medium, 


45. A method As recited in Claim 44 wherein the laser beam 
is generated by A Ho : YAp^laser . 


46. 'A method as recited in Claim 44 wherein the laser beam 
is generated by a Ho : YLF laser. 



/ 

47. A method as recited in Claim 44 wherein /the step of 

/ 

providing a fiber optic cable includes providing a low-OH, 


silica optic fiber. 


48. A method as recited in Claim 44 ^herein the step of 
providing a fiber optic cable includes providing a cable having 
its delivery end threaded through and /supported by a fitting. 


49. A method of performing a Surgical procedure for the 
removal or repair of biological /issue comprising the steps of: 
generating a laser beam haying a wavelength of between 1.4 
and 2.2 microns; 

directing theJ5eam intj6/ one end of a fiber optic cable, 
with the other /end of /t^e/f iber optic cable defining the 
delivery end thereof^ 

positioning the oe/iv^ry end of the fiber optic cable 
adjacent the tissue tp Jtfk removed or repaired by the laser 
beam; and 

irr igating^the^ tissue with a liquid medium. 


\ 


50. A metbfod of performing a surgical procedure for the 
removal of biological tissue comprising the steps of: 

generat/ng a laser beam having a wavelength of between 1.4 
and 2.2 microns; 

directing the beam into a proximal end of a fiber optic 
cable, /with the other end of the fiber optic cable defining the 
dista/f end thereof; 


positioning the distal end of the fiber optic c^ole at the 
surgical site; and 

removing tissue at the surgical site with tfte laser beam. 

51. A method as recited in Claim 50 wherein the laser beam 
is generated by a Ho : YAG laser 

52. A method as recited in Claim /o wherein the laser beam 
is generated by a Ho : YLF laser. 

53. A method of performing a/surgical procedure for the 
removal of biological tissue comprising the steps of: 

providing a fiber optic caflble with a proximal end and a 
distal end, with the firbrer^ptic cable being surrounded by an 
elongated tubular/mejnber ; 

generating/a lager t^eapf having a wavelength of between 1.4 
and 2.2 microtis; 


directing the^p&fm into ]the proximal end of the fiber optic 
cable; 

positioning the distal end of the fiber optic cable at the 
surgical site\ 

removing tyissue at the surgical site with the laser beam; 

and 

transmitting a fluid medium to the surgical site. 

54. A method as recited in Claim 53 wherein the laser beam 
is generated by a Ho: YAG laser. 


55. A method as recited in Claim 53 wherein tne laser beam 
is generated by a Ho : YLF laser. / 

56. A method of performing a surgical procedure for the 
removal of biological tissue comprising thef steps of: 

generating a laser beam having a wavelength of between 1.4 
and 2.2 microns; / 

directing the beam into a proximal end of the fiber optic 
cable, with the other end of the fVoer optic cable defining the 
distal end thereof; / 

positioning the distal end >of the fiber optic cable at the 
surgical site; %^ — ^ / 

removing tissue ajt the hsurgical site with the laser beam; 

and / I / 

transmitting a m^d^medium to the surgical site. 

57. A methDd Jf /performing a surgical procedure for the 
removal of biolagi^a^/t issue comprising the steps of: 

providing a ©roer optic cable with a proximal end and a 
distal end, witi( the fiber optic cable being surrounded by an 
elongated tubular member; 

generating a laser beam having a wavelength of between 1.4 
and 2.2 mi/rons; 

directing the beam into the proximal end of the fiber optic 
cable; / 


